
• Open House

• Present Sanctuary Programs

• Group Discussion

• Wrap Up and Next Steps

Tonight’s Agenda



Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine SanctuaryHawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary
NOAA and the State of Hawaii
A Partnership for Protection



• Sanctuary background

• How the sanctuary works for you

• Why are we here?

• Next steps

Presentation Overview



National Marine Sanctuaries

Focused on single-
species protection of 

humpback whales

Presenter
Presentation Notes
HIHW = Only single spp. Sanctuary
one of the most important humpback whale habitats in the world



Protect North Pacific Humpbacks and their 
habitat in the Hawaiian Islands

Purpose and Mission of the 
Sanctuary



1992 - Congress, in consultation 
with State of Hawaii, designates 
sanctuary

1997 - Became effective and is co-
managed with the State of Hawaii

2002 – New management plan 
revised and implemented

2009 - Started reviewing 
management plan

Sanctuary 
History



Map of sanctuary

• Five separate protected areas 
• From shoreline to depth of 100 

fathoms (600 feet) 
• 1,370 square miles of federal and 

state waters
• Five offices on four islands



HIHWNMS/
NOAA Fisheries

MMHSRP #932-1489

• Conducts research

• Protects resources

• Informs the public

• Creates a “sense of place”

• Engages the public in management

How the Sanctuary Works for 
You and Hawai‘i

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The sanctuary works for people and Hawaii through a variety of resource protection efforts that include:

Research
wildlife rescue and response
education and out reach programs
hands-on learning experiences for students
engaging residents in management activities
working with communities to create a sense of place



Conduct Research

Global Collaboration

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sanctuary Research Staff worked with over 300 scientists from around the world to coordinate the SPLASH (Structures of Population, Levels of Abundance and Status of Humpback Whales) project.

Over 8,000 individuals whales were identified

To date, this project is the most complete examination of humpback whale migrations ever documented



Protect Resources
Regulations & Penalties

Prohibited in the Sanctuary

• Approaching, or causing another object 
to approach, within 100 yards of any 
humpback whale

• Operating aircraft within 1,000 feet of any 
humpback whale except in designated 
flight corridor

• Taking any humpback whale

• Possessing any living or dead humpback 
whale

• Depositing any material, altering the 
seabed, or depositing any material 
outside the Sanctuary if it enters and 
injures a humpback whale or its habitat

• Interfering with enforcement 

Associated Penalties (in $$)

1st time 2nd 3rd

400 – 3,000 800 – 6,000 1,500 - ??

0 – 10,000 1,500 – 50,000 2,500 - ??

0 – 25,000 7,500 – 75,000 15,000 - ??

0 – 25,000 7,500 – 75,000 15,000 - ??

500 – 25,000 5,000 – 75,000 10,000 - ??

2,500 – 25,000 15,000 – 50,000 35,000 - ??

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary Act [Subtitle C of Public Law 102-587, as amended by Pub. L. 104-283] 25  
SEC. 922.184 Prohibited Activities 

(5) ; provided that: such activity requires a Federal or State authorization, and is conducted:
~ without authorization; or
~ not in compliance with the terms authorization.



Partnerships for Resource Protection
Whale Response and Rescue

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sanctuary staff are considered to be among the world’s experts in freeing humpback whales from life-threatening entanglements in marine debris.  

They have been invited to train other marine mammal specialists both nationally and internationally. 

The sanctuary works with agency partners including the State DLNR, NOAA Fisheries, NOAA Office of Law Enforcement, and the US Coast Guard.

In recent years, the sanctuary has become a partner is response efforts to protect other marine wildlife including turtles, dolphins, and the critically endangered Hawaiian monk seal.





Partnerships for Resource Protection
Response and Rescue for Additional Species 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sanctuary staff currently work with agency partners including NOAA Fisheries and the State DLNR on emergency response and rescue efforts for other species including sea turtles, dolphins, and the critically endangered Hawaiian monk seal.



Inform the Public
Promote Responsible Ocean Use 

and Safe Boating

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The sanctuary works with agency partners such at the State DLNR, NOAA Fisheries, NOAA Office of Law Enforcement, and the US Coast Guard on efforts such as :

Observance of approach regulations and safe boating practices



Inform the Public
Education and Outreach

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The sanctuary’s education and outreach programs continue to grow around the state.  We work with many partners including among others, UH Sea Grant, Hanauma Bay, the Waikiki Aquarium, Malama Na Honu, and the Digital Bus

Last year more than 15,000 people were welcomed at the Maui education center

Students from around the state, including Waialua High School,  participate in hands-on-learning experiences through educational cruises on the NOAA ship Hiialakai.  These cruises have been organized since 2005.

Over 6,000 students took part in marine education programs on Maui alone last year





Outreach in the Moloka‘i Community

• Hi‘ialakai cruises for high school students

Inform the Public
Education and Outreach

• Moloka‘i Earth Day

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ocean count – over 1500 people signed up



Create a “Sense of Place”
Engaging Communities

• Natural Resources

• Cultural Resources

• Maritime Heritage

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The sanctuary strives to:

Engage communities in the protection of cultural and biological resources

 Work with communities to protect “Special Places”

 Facilitate community stewardship  and increase capacity to care for their resources

Ocean awareness training (OAT) n Oahu started in 2008 with over 15 partners- based on overwhelming demand, there will be an additional four sessions offered in 2010. Including one here on the North Shore offered in August




Why Are We Here?  

The Management Plan Review (MPR) is an opportunity to:

• Consider the future direction and scope of the sanctuary

• Provide input on the sanctuary’s management focus

• Consider additional protection for marine resources of national 
significance

Engage the public in Management Plan Review

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Last management plan review completed in 2002.  During that time the Sanctuary’s management plan was updated and a process was identified to evaluate and assess the possible inclusion of additional resources 

Current MPR will evaluate existing management plan and address congressional mandate to consider additional resources for possible inclusion

The NMSA has a statutory requirement that requires the management plans be periodically reviewed



• Seek public 
input

• Public 
meetings

• Incorporate 
comments

• Seek public 
input

• Public 
meetings

• Finalize 
plan

•Seek 
Governor’s 
Approval

• Draft 
management 
plan

• Conduct 
environmental 
assessment

Management Plan Review Timeline

Action 
Plans Draft PlanVisioning

• Seek public 
input

• Public 
meetings

• Scoping 
report

• Public 
Information 
meetings

• Visioning 
document

Public
Review Final Plan

We Are Here

Public 
Scoping

Project 
Preparation

•Identify 
priority 
issues

• Consult 
experts

• Develop 
actions

• Form 
planning 
team

• Consult 
partner 
agencies

Presenter
Presentation Notes

We are in pre-scoping right now and just beginning the process.
We will be having formal scoping this summer
After we go though all of the public comment, we will begin to write things down and develop actions and strategies
We will need to do an environmental assessment and we already know this will be environmental impact statement.
Once we develop this, we will go back out to the public and seek input again.
We will take this information and use it to develop a final plan.

This is a multi-year process
We are just beginning
There will be many opportunities for public participation





State-Wide Information Meetings 
April and May 2010  

• Engage communities

• Raise awareness of sanctuary programs

• Ensure public participation in the review process

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The purpose of the state-wide management plan review informational meetings is to engage communities, raise awareness of sanctuary programs, and ensure public participation through out this multi-year process to help determine the future direction of sanctuary management activities.





• Sanctuary Advisory Council Meeting – May 2010 

• Visioning Document – July 2010

• 60-Day Public Comment Period – August/Sept 2010

• State-wide Public Scoping Meetings – Aug/Sept 2010

Opportunities for Public Input

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A Visioning Document including potential roles that the sanctuary could play in addressing marine resource conservation issues identified to date, including input received during the Information Meetings in April and May will be developed.

This document will be released for public review during a 60 day public comment period this summer.

Additionally, there will be another round of state-wide public meetings to ensure public participation in helping to determine potential future management activities.



When we move into small groups…

• Please introduce yourself and tell us why you 
came to the meeting tonight.

• Given what you learned here tonight, how 
could the sanctuary be more involved in 
protecting Hawaii’s ocean?

• Do you have any questions about the 
sanctuary?

We want to hear from you!



How will this Information be used?

• Information gathered at Information Meetings will 
be used to inform a “Visioning” document

• This document will outline proposed roles the 
sanctuary could play in  marine resource 
management in the future

• The Visioning document will be released for 
public comment during the scoping period



• Sanctuary Advisory Council Meeting – May 2010 

• Visioning Document – July 2010

• 60-Day Public Comment Period – August/Sept 2010

• State-wide Public Scoping Meetings – Aug/Sept 2010

Opportunities for Public Input

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A Visioning Document including potential roles that the sanctuary could play in addressing marine resource conservation issues identified to date, including input received during the Information Meetings in April and May will be developed.

This document will be released for public review during a 60 day public comment period this summer.

Additionally, there will be another round of state-wide public meetings to ensure public participation in helping to determine potential future management activities.
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